Altered cellular responses to chemical carcinogens in aged animals.
The well-known increase in cancer incidence during aging is examined with a view toward establishing a cellular basis for the changes that might contribute to age-dependent carcinogenesis. It is hypothesized that during aging some tissues may enter into an altered state of growth regulation resembling that of tumor promotion. Entry into this state could be an event that precipitates cancer development in cells that already have been initiated.